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The British Blind and Shutter Association

Represents over 400 member companies that manufacture and
supply interior and exterior blinds, awnings, security grills and
shutters. The Association has always taken a leading role in
encouraging the highest possible standards of product, service
and safety. Every member is required to comply with a strict code
of practice. The BBSA is a major contributor to the development
of European standards (CEN) which includes references to blind
cord safety.

The CEN official standard

“Complete elimination of the strangulation risk can only be
achieved by keeping cords, chains, and tapes and similar out

of the reach of children. Use of additional safety devices may
reduce the risk of strangulation but cannot be considered
foolproof. Motorisation eliminates the risk associated with
looped and pull-cord operating mechanisms but the risk relating
to inner tapes and cords (for relevant products) remains. Persons
in charge of children are ultimately responsible for following the
safety instructions provided by the manufacturer.”
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